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that has turned the annual fund-raising drive
into such a success. It gives the fundraiser
credibility while assuring donors that their
money is spent appropriately. The auditing
system allows Frank to track funded agencies
and ensure that money is spent properly. Any-
one at anytime can look at the report to see
where the money is going. Initiatives such as
the auditing system explain how the River Cit-
ies’ campaign has grown and blossomed into
a highly successful fund-raising drive under
Frank’s leadership. Just last year, Corps of
Engineers employees donated $32,000 to the
River Cities’ CFC campaign, or almost 40 per-
cent, to the campaign’s overall total of
$82,608.

In addition to his official responsibilities,
Frank is very active in his hometown commu-
nity of Huntington, West Virginia and his list of
activities reads like a Who’s Who of area or-
ganizations. He is a member of the American
Legion Post 16, the Elks and Rotary Clubs,
the Huntington Museum of Art, the Marshall
University Alumni Association, the Southside
Neighborhood Association, and is a past com-
mandant of the 340 Marine Corps League. He
has also served on the board of directors of
the Region II Mental Health Association, the
Boy Scouts of America Tri-State Area Council,
and the Huntington Jaycees.

I have had the privilege of knowing Frank
for many years. I consider him a dear friend
and am honored to have worked with him on
behalf of West Virginia. I would also like to
take this opportunity to thank Frank’s wife,
Jewell, his three married daughters, Maureen,
Samantha, and Juliet, as well as his son, Matt,
for sharing Frank with all of us.

Mr. Speaker, I urge you and my colleagues
in the House to join me in congratulating
Frank on all of his hard work for West Virginia
and the United States. He is truly a model of
generosity and the epitome of a public serv-
ant.
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, on
October 21st, I was unavoidably detained from
casting rollcall votes 522, 523, 524, and 525.

Had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 522, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall
vote 523, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 524, and ‘‘aye’’
on rollcall vote 525.
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Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in tribute to
B.T. Collins. The date of November 6, 1999
will see the dedication of the B.T. Collins Army
Reserve Training Center, currently under con-
struction at the old Sacramento Army Depot.
Because of this great honor, I ask all of my

colleagues to join me in acknowledgment of
this event.

This twenty million-dollar facility will provide
training for 1,200–1,400 soldiers each month.
These men and women will receive training in
field medical surgical hospital techniques, field
mess preparations, high tech communications,
and other basic or advanced military occupa-
tional specialty training.

The lobby of this new training center will
house the B.T. Collins Museum. This will pro-
vide a permanent home for many of the histor-
ical photographs, letters, uniforms, and other
paraphernalia that B.T. Collins had collected
throughout his Army and political careers. His
sisters and friends will donate much of the col-
lection. They will also work closely with the
military and the builders to insure that the mu-
seum will reflect B.T. Collins’ love of country,
family and community service.

On this extraordinary day, perhaps the most
notable event will be the dedication of a bust
of B.T. Collins to be placed at the entrance of
this important facility. The artist, Garr Ugalde
has been commissioned to create the bust,
and he has presented a preliminary wax
model of his work that amazingly captures
B.T. Collins in his green beret. This bust will
be donated by his family and friends.

B.T. Collins’ friends and family made a
promise that they would not allow his memory,
patriotism, ideals, and contribution to his coun-
try to be forgotten. This memorial is one way
to make good on that promise. It is their sin-
cere hope that this museum will inspire sol-
diers to emulate the ideals that B.T. Collins
espoused.

Mr. Speaker, as the friends and family of
B.T. Collins gather to celebrate this landmark
event, I am honored to pay tribute to one of
Sacramento’s most outstanding citizens. B.T.
Collins’ contributions to his community, state,
and country are commendable. I am sincerely
pleased that this museum and monument to
this great man will preserve his memory for
generations. I ask all of my colleagues to join
with me in wishing B.T. Collins and his family
continued success in all their endeavors.
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Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, yesterday Presi-
dent Clinton signed the HUD–VA appropria-
tions bill into law providing housing assistance
to many impoverished Americans. Unfortu-
nately, while this bill is an improvement over
the initial House passed spending levels, it
does not go far enough to address the needs
of homeless individuals, tenants living in expir-
ing Section 8 properties or distressed public
housing, and impoverished communities. To
ensure that our government has the political
will to invest adequately in housing assistance,
we need to raise public consciousness about
the unmet housing and community develop-
ment needs and educate the public about the
existing and proven programmatic and policy
solutions that address these needs.

One recent step to educate, organize, and
mobilize Americans in this direction took place
last Saturday, October 16th, when more than
10,000 volunteers in 150 cities joined together
for the first ever National Raise the Roof Day.
Under Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Andrew Cuomo’s leadership, they
spent the day repairing and building homes.
But they were also building something much
bigger—a national awareness of one of the
most pressing problems facing our nation, the
need for safe, decent and affordable housing.

I would like to commend everyone who par-
ticipated in this landmark event. In Wash-
ington, D.C. Mayor Anthony Williams, actress
Sarah Jessica Parker, home improvement ex-
pert Bob Vila, and community volunteers
joined Secretary Cuomo to repair homes in
the Columbia Heights community. In my home
state of California, more than 1,800 volunteers
repaired or built new homes for families in fif-
teen cities and counties. Similar events took
place throughout the nation—led by the na-
tion’s mayors, national non-profits, local com-
munity and faith based organizations, busi-
nesses, and impoverished Americans—them-
selves in need of affordable housing.

Secretary Cuomo convened this Raise the
Roof Day for three simple but important rea-
sons. First, while we live at a time of record
economic strength, a record number of people
are facing an affordable housing or home
ownership crisis. There are still a record 5.3
million households with worst case housing
needs, and two million units in need of major
repairs. Despite a record home ownership
rate, home ownership for minorities and in cit-
ies still lags behind.

Raise the Roof Day also showed us that
there is something that we can do about this
crisis. We are not helpless. We are not power-
less, either as a nation, or as a community in
confronting this challenge. Don’t listen to those
who say that nothing works. There are many
programs that are making a difference. HUD’s
FHA is expanding home ownership with a
record 1.3 million loans insured this year.
HOPE VI grants are replacing the worst public
housing with livable communities. Americans
can take action to organize and mobilize for
adequate investments in affordable housing.

And last year, in partnership with Congress,
HUD won its best budget in a decade. And
this year we’ve done it again—a significant
budget increase for HUD, that includes 60,000
new affordable housing vouchers, more
money for the homeless, and increases in
funds for Fair Housing and public housing.

Finally, Raise the Roof Day celebrates the
spirit of voluntarism—the spirit of community—
that we need as a nation to tackle our tough-
est challenges. Government must provide the
funds and the resources, but that’s only part of
the solution. It’s when people come together
to help their neighbors that we can really
make a difference. That’s how this country
was built, and that’s how we must take on this
challenge as well.

Mr. Speaker, Raise the Roof Day was a
rousing success. Americans need to become
more involved in these events. This is an
issue where we can really make a dif-
ference—and a cause that truly deserves our
time and our energy. I look forward to similar
events in the future.
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